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THE SHADOW OF OLD MAIN 


his is the old historic building of Dana College and Trinity Seminary, Blair, Nebraska. It is beautifully 
d on a hill about a mile from First Lutheran Church, where the 62nd annual convention of the United 


ical Lutheran Church was held. 


id Main speaks of the past. Many of the church leaders today got their training within its walls. There 
¢ prepared for work in the church. There they dreamt about the future of the U.E.L.C. 


"was fitting that the vote to merge with ALC and ELC should take place right under the shadow of this 
bu ding. 


tom there the convention looked forward to the greater unity of American Lutheran Christians. 
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News and Notes 


Left to right, front row: Mrs. Peter D. Nelson, Mrs. Jennie Peterson, 
Mrs. Jens Thorager. 
Left to Right, back row: Mrs. Lena Anderson, Mrs. Emma Nelson, Mrs. 
Peter C. Miller, Mrs. Alice Peterson, Mrs. John Jerdet, Mrs. Caroline Lar- 
son and Mrs. John Jensen. 


Miss Sophie Johnson was not present when the picture was taken. 


Blooming Prairie, Minn. At a regu- 
lar morning worship service, our 
“Women of the Church” presented 
life memberships to eleven of our 
women. They were among the elder- 
ly of our ranks, some of whom had 
been officers in the past or otherwise 
had served the congregation faithful- 
ly. Ours is among the small rural 
congregations and it is quite out of 
the ordinary for a society no larger 
than ours to give so many life mem- 
berships. We thought it a good thing 
to remember those who did so much 
in the past and are no longer able to 
carry on as they once did. This group 
of women represents many years of 
service to our Lord. 


A UNIQUE DOUBLE EVENT 


On Monday evening, May 26th the 
Bethany Lutheran Congregation, Min- 
den, Nebr., held a reception for Pastor 
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and Mrs. A. Hofgaard and Pastor and 
Mrs. Immanuel Petersen in commem- 
oration of their Golden and Silver 
Weddings. A program was given and 
Aaron Farmer, president of the con- 
gregation presented each couple a 
money gift. Afterwards refreshments 
were served in the church parlors. 

On June lst open house was held 
in the Minden City hall. Refreshments 
were served to over 200 who had 
come to congratulate the wedding 
couples and present their gifts. Many 
out of town guests came from Hardy, 
Ruskin, Superior, Curtis, North Platte, 
Hampton, Marquette, Omaha and 
York. 

On Sunday afternoon, June 8th the 
corner stone for the new Bethany 
Lutheran Church was laid. Our city 
mayor, Dr. 'W. E. Chappell, brought 
greetings from the city and Pastor 
James Olsen, our district president, 
brought a message and laid the corner 


Much of our 


Bureau of the 


news is received f 
ligious News Service, and tie eNews 


National Lutheran Council. ’ 


June ot 


stone. A copper box was placed | 
of the stone and contains va 
documents. Coffee and cookies 
served following the program. Ii 
evening Pastor Olson spoke about 
church merger and how it is prog 
ing. This service was also heb 
the new church and was followe 
a social hour and lunch. 

The new church is progressing? 
well. The roof is on and the 
laid. The contractor hopes to 
the building finished in Septer 

The Rev. Walter Kirkegaari 
pastor of Bethany Lutheran Chi 


Cordova, Nebr. Our Savior’ss 
theran Church. On June first 
congregation here bid goodby tog 
tor Anders Steensen who has ss 
us for 8 months as interim 
We feel we have been greatly b 
during his ministry here. He 
us to return to Denmark where I 
tends to make his home. And nog 
are fortunate in securing Pastor 
wig Mehr who comes from Dery 
to make his home in the states 
and Mrs. Mehr will be with us3 
July first. 

The congregation is plannir 
celebrate its 75th anniversa 
fall. -—Corr. 


Funeral service for Dr. 


on the campus of Wartburg Se 
at 2:00 o’clock on Tuesday, Juz 
The American Lutheran Churek 
the United Evangelical Lut 
Church were represented by a £ 
number of both laymen and c 
The seminary of the Universs 
Dubuque was represented by 
professors. Burial was in St. . 
Cemetery, Dubuque, Iowa. 
The pallbearers were six st 
four from Trinity Seminary and ~ 
Wartburg Seminary. They were 
Hansen, Harold Nelson, Paul 
Donald Wahlgren, Wayne Stt 
and Delvin Hutton. : 
Dr. A. H. Ewald, president of’ 
burg Seminary, was in charge > 
service, serving as liturgist. 1 
Jensen, president of Trinity Senn 
preached the sermon. His texs 


Church, Dr. Henry Schuh, was bi 
by Dr. H. W. Siefkes of Wat 
Iowa, president of the Iowa Dist 
the American Lutheran Chure 
(Continued on Page 16) 
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Ann ual Convention 


‘Thursday--afternoon at 2 P.M. June 19th. The place 
First Lutheran Church at Blair, Nebraska. The first 
: are beginning to come to the 62nd annual con- 
f the United Ev. Lutheran Church. We have at- 
me 32 conventions, and it is always the same at 
ck in the afternoon. The delegates and pastors 
Ss begin to arrive and shake hands. They register 
they begin to share with one another the joys 
ws of their work the past year. They are like one 
y. Most of the pastors know one another. The 
tes and guests are often the same people from year 
. It creates a very intimate and friendly feeling. 
‘synod is small, and therefore this intimate acquaint- 
‘possible. This also makes our annual conventions 
=. No doubt this close acquaintance has sometimes 
us some trouble. We have made decisions on the 
r close ties with one another. We have at times 
tive rather than objective in our approach to the 
before us. 
a fine feeling to have people come and address 
our first name. 


The Opening Service 


rere especially interested in the opening service 
r, because we knew that First Lutheran, whose pastor 
ev. Harold C. Jorgensen, had introduced the liturgy 
new hymnbook. It was a great experience to use 
irgy, the first setting. The fine choir was a great 
he vice-president, the Rev. J. M. Girtz was the 
r. William Larsen, the synodical president, de- 
sermon, a clear cut message about The Church 
anksgiving to Christ. We carried his message in the 


ntion got under way without much trouble. 
1 organized, and when the guests later met in 
room for evening coffee, we all felt that all 


1 convention has three purposes. It serves to 


dy by 15 pastors in 15 different groups. 
pose is that pep ents are given of the work 


nvention chairman is elected from year to year. 
the synodical president a certain freedom both 
ad to attend to other matters. Pastor C. S. Kloth 
le poauanen this year. He always makes a good 


me -abne the pastors and delegates from 
This committee meets separately and nom- 
ates for the offices to be filled, two men for 


MERGER RESOLUTIONS PASSED 


According to the agenda the merger resolutions were 


to be placed before the Convention at 9:30 Saturday | 


morning, 


The resolutions were presented. The alterations were 
read. The motion to adopt was made. It was seconded. | 
The chairman asked if any one wished to speak. No | 
one asked for the floor. Then came the voting. It was | 


unanimous. There was no dissenting vote. 
and 260 delegates had spoken . 


120 pastors 


The motion was that the UELC merge with the ALC 
and the ELC at a constituting convention in 1960. 


Dr. William Larsen made a short statement about the 
momentous decision and asked that Dr. Hans C. Jersild 
lead the convention in a prayer of thanksgiving. 


Wisconsin District; Pastor Carl Wildrick and Miss Marie 


Mathiasen 
Minnesota District; Pastor Gerhard Nygaard and Mr. Fred 

Hagen 

Beck 


Nebraska District; Pastor M. Jorgensen and Mr. Boas 


Weismann ‘% 


North Dakota-Montana District; Pastor Stanley Larsen 


and Mr. Holger Schultz 


Pacific District; Pastor Ingward Olsen and Mr. Eugene 


L. Hansen 


West Canada District; Pastor Bent J. Damkar 


Assistant Secretaries 


Pastors Ried Neve and James Olsen were elected as as- a 


sistant secretaries. y 


The General Committee 


The following were elected to the General Committee: 


Adolph Kloth, Fred Jacobsen, Archie Morck. — 


Pastors: 


Laymen: Mr. David Comstock, Mr. Holger Petersen. 


The task of this committee is to discuss and make rec- te 


ommendations on specific problems that may be referred 
to it during the convention. 


Study Meetings 


At the annual meeting of the National Lutheran Coun- © 
cil, in February, action was taken to request approval of 
the participating bodies for permission to hold “study meet- | 
ings.” The purpose of such meetings is to make it pos- 
sible for American Missions committees of Lutheran bodies 


not participating in the National Lutheran Council to send ~ 


representatives to study meetings, thereby participating in 


Iowa District; Pastor M. W. Petersen and Mr. Nathanael 


some of the joint studies regarding the planning and develop- ck ; 


ment of missions, without being present at official sessions 
where decisions are taken. 


Items of Business 


The American Bible Society. It was reported that the 
American Bible Society is in drastic need of funds. A mo- 
tion was passed urging all congregations to give to this 
worthy cause. 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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_ REPORT LUTHERAN MEMBERSHIP 
- DROP IN ESTONIA 

Official membership in the Luther- 
an Church of Estonia has dropped 
considerably since the country came 
- under Soviet rule, according to Baltic 
Letters, a periodical published in Ber- 
lin for Germans from the Baltic states 
now living in West Germany. 
a It said that in the three largest Lu- 
_ theran parishes in Tallinn, capital of 
Estonia, church members have dwin- 
- dled from a prewar high of 108,000 to 
6,600. Lutherans have traditionally 
been the largest Protestant group in 
the country. 
; The paper noted that the sharp de- 
- erease in Tallinn occurred despite the 
fact that the population of the city 
had increased from 138,000 in 1934 to 
320,000 at present. 
It said that meanwhile the Free 
Churches in Estonia, especially the 
_ Baptists and Methodists, have regis- 
tered a large increase in adherents. 
5 “Obviously,” Baltic Letters com- 
_ mented, “people are afraid to be of- 
: ially registered as members of the 
theran Church.” 
Prewar statistics showed that Prot- 
why _ estants in Estonia totalled 888,000 out 
_ of a total population of 1,120,000, and 
most of them were Lutherans. 
_ Formerly an independent republic, 
Estonia was forcibly incorporated in- 


- Soviet troops occupied the country. 


_ CONCORDIA SENIOR 
r i COLLEGE DEDICATED 
Officials of the Lutheran Church— 
- Missiouri Synod dedicated the new 
$8,000,000 Concordia Senior College 
_ five miles northeast of Fort Wayne, 
A Indiana. Situated on a 187-acre cam- 
pus, it has 28 buildings and housing 
_ for faculty members. 
; Under construction for three years, 
_ the college will enroll over 400 stu- 
dents in September in junior and 
senior years. Graduates will be pre- 
_ pared for entrance to Concordia Sem- 
inary in St. Louis. 

Dr. John W. Behnken, Synod presi- 
_ dent, was the dedicatory speaker. Two 
- i$ choral vesper services also featured 
the weekend events. 
Designed by Eero Saarinen and As- 
BY sociates of Detroit, the campus has ten 
os ‘main buildings, 12 residence halls, and 
_ four counselor’s residences. There are 
also separate apartment buildings for 
of men and women on the operating 
; _ staff. 
Faculty residences are provided for 
gi the president and 18 professors. Five 
_ of the ten classrooms in the 207-foot- 
__ long classroom building are two-level 


% to the Soviet Union in 1940 when 


_demption and 


. ee ee 
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~ Church News from here and there 


rooms. The unit also has a natural 
science auditorium and a speech-train- 
ing laboratory. The auditorium has 
sound-proofed music rooms under the 
stage. 

Another feature of the unusual 
campus is the 86-feet high Kramer 
Chapel, which has a 106-foot bell 
tower next to it. A 50-foot aluminum 
eross hangs on the chapel wall above 
the altar. 


A gymnasium seats 1,800 for athletic 
events and 3,200 for assemblies. Din- 
ing rooms can accommodate 500 stu- 
dents. Each student residence has a 
lounge, chapel and study room, and 
accommodates 34 students on five dif- 
ferent levels. 


SCHOOL DRIVES LUTHERAN 
PASTORS TO DRINK — COFFEE 

Leaders of an urban church school 
conducted at the Lutheran Theologi- 
cal Seminary in Philadelphia said to- 
day that during the two-week session, 
60 Lutheran clergymen consumed 183 
pounds of coffee. 

The school, sponsored by the Boned 
of American Missions of the United 
Lutheran Church in America, was 
hailed as a success by the Rev. Dr. 


The Wrestler 


NOT LIVED IN 


There are people who are fearful 
that the next war will be fought in 
outer space. A ready wit has com- 
mented, “As for us, we can’t think 
of a better place.” 


You have guessed it. That first 
paragraph was just a “cute” way of 
getting to the real subject. Sheavine 
of the real subject, the one of which 
the column _ is written, unless the 
Christian life is lived in relation to 
events and circumstances in all areas 
of life, it is deficient. 


Christian response and responsibil- 
ity are not carried out in outer space, 
but in the day-by-day routine. 


A report of what is called the “first 
Evangelical Academy” in the United 
States, held at St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church, New York, states that it 

“attempted to show the relevance 
of Christian faith to man’s daily life 
in his work and civic responsibility.” 


A person’s response to Christ’s _Re- 
God’s Providence is a 
response in terms of how you use 


your life and what you elect to do. ' 


with your time. 


On this subject Alfred P. Klausler 


has a 


ae “different” approach to your 


_ the men in his church to remain 


OUTER-SPACE 


real and the practical help for 


was dean of the school. 
Dr. Henry said the pastors atter 
classes morning, afternoon and n 
and had an extensive reading pro 
covering more than 30 volumes 
cerning problems facing the : 
church. | 
“With that kind of schedule,” 
Henry commented, “it’s easy to un: 
stand why they drank so muck 
fee.” 


ATTENDANCE INCREASED 479 
IN PelILADELPHIA PARISH 

Attendance in Good Shepher 
theran Church, in the Mayfair sec 
of Philadelphia, was increased 23 
sons a Sunday over a period of 
Sundays through the efforts of 
congregation’s men. q 

The Rev. Theodore L. Fischer 
tor, attributed the increase to 
King’s Men Crusade, a prograr 
which Lutheran church mer 
members of the congregation and 
them to attend church. 

The Rev. Mr. Fischer said he® ag 


services on Palm Sunday. At 
time he organized teams of me 
canvass members. He said 115 
responded to his call. < 

The program began Sunday, a 


(Continude on Page 8) 
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By S. T. Eward 4 


“Our health, our happiness, t 
joyment of our home and fe 
all these are influenced by 
we regard our jobs.” The 
Pastor Klausler, “Christ a 
Job,” begins with the sense 
and distress of our times, th 
anxiety.” From this he go 
whom “the awareness of futi lity I 
gnawing.” 


He maintains that “no j 
day’s hours can be unimporta: at 
Christian has been caliedl toll 
This is his motive for living. 
PLE this motive, life cann 
en 


valuable 


Mani es committee “mem 
use. 


Before me is an appeal : 
pital appealing for help 
young girls to-enroll. in 
school—offering _opportuni es 


sord was suddenly called to his 
al home when Professor E. 
s died in his home Saturday, 
, about 6:30 p.m. 

e€ morning he had worked a 
e of hours on the construction of 
house. After supper his wife 
wn to rest. He patted her 
rly on her shoulder and told 
-he would finish his preparation 
he sermon he was to preach next 
ing in the congregation to which 
belonged, St. John’s Lutheran 
ch. A few minutes later she 
| a loud thump from the study. 
ose quickly and found her hus- 
ying on the floor. About five 
s later he had drawn his last 
and the application of her skill 
rained nurse was of no avail. 
hh and consecrated life had come 
close. For the third time within 
y years Wartburg Seminary had 
snly lost a professor. Dr. Jagnow 
in his garden in the spring of 
Dr. Leo collapsed while teach- 
| his classroom February 10, 1958, 
now Dr. Mengers met with a 
attack while preparing a ser- 
or one of the ALC congregations 
several times had called upon 
0 preach the Word of God. The 
-. Mengers had chosen was Luke 
-21 in which God says to the 
rmer: “This night your soul 
ired of you.” His theme was 
reatest Wealth Is to Have God.” 
hen became Dr. Mengers’ last 
e to us before God that night 
denly called him home. 

n Theodore Christiansen Men- 
as born December 12, 1898 in 
Iphia, Pennsylvania, where his 
was a pastor of St. John’s Dan- 
utheran Church. He was baptiz- 
his church which, like the con- 
on Dr. Mengers joined in Du- 
Iowa, was named after the 
of love. Ethan and his sister, 
, had the good fortune to grow 
a Christian home where both 
and mother were determined 
w love to their children, and 
all to help them to experience 
ve of God. Dr. Mengers has 
‘said: “My childhood was spent 
e, under the influence of God’s 
, coming both from father and 
r. My sister and I could feel, 


le 
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that for our parents the supreme thing 
was that we might be kept in the 
faith, and eventually become laborers 


-in the Lord’s vineyard. Nothing else 


was considered so important as this, 
and no sacrifice was too great to 
bring, that this goal might be attain- 
ed. My parents’ ideal of a Christian 
home, as a place where we all gather- 
ed about the best in life, was always 
held high, and in spite of economic 
difficulties, nothing from without was 
ever allowed to destroy this home at- 
mosphere.” 

In 1912 Ethan was confirmed by his 
father who at that time was a pastor 
in Coalridge, Montana, and the boy 
took his vows seriously. In 1915 he 
enrolled as a student in the academy 
of Dana College, Blair, Nebraska. Af- 
ter three years study here he was 
a public school teacher for two years, 
and then returned to Dana in the fall 
of 1920. 

At this time a crisis came in his 
life. Due to he impressions he had 
received from his father it seemed 
to him that the gospel ministry was 
the greatest work of all, but he dared 
not enter a preparation for the mini- 
stry because he was not sure about 
his own personal relation to God. For 
a long time he sought to find light 
in his spiritual darkness and uncer- 
tainty. Partly through one of his fel- 
low students, Joseph Girtz, who now 
is the vice-president of the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, he came 
to faith in Christ as his personal 
Savior. It was especially through the 
readings of the Book of Isaiah he 
learned to rest in the unfathomable 
love of God. No wonder that when 
he later became professor of Old 
Testament he was particularly happy 
to teach this book. 

After six profitable years at Dana 
College, and additional study at the 
University of Nebraska, he entered 
the Lutheran Seminary at Maywood, 
Illinois in the fall of 1923, and was 
graduated from it in 1926 with the 
B. D. degree. 

During Ethan’s last three years at 
Dana, I was a professor at the col- 
lege, and I remember him as an out- 
standing student both in the classroom 
and in extra-curricular activities, both 
on the basketball floor, in dramatics 
and literary societies. It was no sur- 


5 


prise to me during visits to Maywood 
to discover that he also here was 
elected to positions of trust and was 
highly regarded by both fellow stu- 
dents and professors. 

While Ethan Mengers studied at 
Maywood he served for some time 
the Gethsemane Lutheran Church in 
Chicago and the Zion Lutheran Church 
in Clifton, Illinois. 

On June 20, 1926, he and I were 
ordained together with six other men 
at Waupaca, Wisconsin, in the first 
class to be ordained by President N. 
C. Carlsen. 

Now followed twenty fruitful years 


in the parish ministry. Mengers first — 


served Nazareth, Bethany and Our 
Savior’s at Kenmare, North Dakota, 
then from 1930 Bethany at Denver, 
and from 1944 St. Peter’s at North- 
field and Immanuel’s at Hazelwood, 
Minnesota. He was a_ conscientious 
shepherd of souls and an able preach- 


er who presented both Law and Gos- — 


pel from his pulpit. He also stressed 


Bible study and was for a number — 
of years an active member of the — 


Estes Park Bible Camp Committee. 
Four young boys received 


stry. 

His literary ability was demonstrat- 
ed by his excellent editorship of the 
Sunday school paper, “The Little Lu- 


theran,” and the annuals, “Christmas — 
Christmas — 
He rendered also valuable © 
service to his synod as a member of | 


Chimes” and Child’s 


Chimes.” 


the Board of Education, the Lutheran 
Publishing House Board, the Inter- 


synodical Hymn Book Committee, and 


the Board of the American Section of 
the Lutheran World Convention. 

In 1946 he was called to Trinity 
Theological Seminary to become pro- 
fessor of Old Testament. The thorough 


knowledge of Hebrew which he ac- — 
quired, his deep respect and love for — 
the Word of God, his scholarship, his ~ 
great interest in philosophy and psy- — 


chology, and his keen appreciation of 
aesthetic and literary values made 
him an excellent teacher. While at 
Blair he also taught some courses at 
Dana College, among them one on 


Soren Kierkegaard whom he had stud- — 


ied thoroughly. 


Professor Mengers earned two doc- — 


tor’s degrees. He obtained a Th.D. 
degree from the Iliff School of Theol- 
ogy in Denver, writing a dissertation 
on “The God Concept in Soren Kierke- 
gaard.” With unusual energy and ad- 
mirable self-discipline he next earned 


a Ph.D. degree from Boston University © 


for which he wrote a thesis on “The 
Idea of Creation in the Old Testa- 
ment” (1957). 


impetus _ 
while they were in his confirmation — 
classes to later enter the holy mini- : 
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In 1926 Dr. Mengers was married 


to Catherine Jensen of Graettinger, 
(Continued on Page 9) 
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THE ANNUAL CONVENTION 
(Continued from Page 3) 


Delegates to the Constituting Convention of The Ameri- 
n Lutheran Church. The UELC will have 29 delegates. 
will be elected by the districts. 3 clergy members will 
be elected from the Church Council. Six delegates (3 lay 
d 3 clergy) will be appointed by the Church Council and 
7o laymen will be elected at the 1959 convention. 


Term of Office. In view of the fact that The American 
sutheran Church will be organibed and start to function 
by Jan. 1, 1961, it was decided that all offices be terminated 
dec. 31, 1960. 


A New Mission Field. The recommendation by the Board 
Foreign Missions that the U.E.L.C. cooperate with the 
C. in the new mission to be established in Brazil was 


a t God created one human family and that all men 
srywhere, whatever their color, culture, class or caste, 
are inseparably related and bound together as members 
0 goat one human family. 


2. th at all men are created in the image of God and are 
az equal in status before Him. 

hat Jesus Christ, Himself the God-man, Who was born, 
ed, died and rose again, lives now as the Savior and 
rd of men everywhere, whatever their color, culture, 
ss or caste. 


t all men are by nature selfish and in rebellion against 
d; and that only through God’s reconciling grace can 
y be set free from the dominion of sin to live as one 
Christ. 


t Jesus Christ came to bring salvation to all men; and 
t, therefore, it is the obligation of the Church every- 
ere to communicate the Gospel without discrimination 
distinction. 


~~ 


| since the Church is created by the Holy SPETh the 


Bb fellowship of peliavars and to that Aaaetes calls all 


4 ‘men; and that to exclude from worship or membership 


Bah’ 


in the local congregation any person on the basis of color, 


ility by acting in their own communities to remove 
atever injustices exist and to insure for all persons, 
thout discrimination just and equal opportunities, es- 


to social welfare services. 


‘Theological Seminary in Canada. The different synods 
the National Lutheran Council have agreed to cooperate 
Joint Lutheran Seminary in Saskatoon, Canada. This 
em nary is already in operation by several bodies cooperat- 
The convention decided that the UELC agree to par- 
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Eepecally in housing, employment, education, and access 


ticipate in mhig yatat thec oY 
that the UELC pay its fair share to 


California Lutheran Educational Sy. 
therans in California are working to get a Luthe 
lege in Southern California. The convention ad 
approved the articles of Incorporation of a ‘Foun 
has been organized for the BUpOSS of develop! 
college. 


Election Results ; 
Secretary of Synod, Pastor tedious Siersbeck. 
Treasurer of Synod, Mr. Paul V. Hansen. Ae 
Board of Education, Pastor Alvin M. Petersen. 


Board of Parish Education, Pastors Carl feet 
Eric Christensen. 


Board of Pensions, Pastor Marius J Bicies ’ 


Victor Petersen. 


Board of Foreign Missions — Japan, Pastor Au 
sen; Sudan, Pastor N. B. Hansen; South Americ 
K. R. Jensen; Santal, Mrs. P. G. Rasmussen. 


Board of Charities, Pastors. a Kirkegaard y 
Tange. 


Board of Charities, Miss Mildred Jepsen. 


Lutheran Publishing House, Pastor Andrew P 
Mr. N. O. Berthelsen, Mr. Homer Nielsen. 


was asked to add $257, 500.00 to the meee 
three parts, about one third Ser. year till: 


The motion created a eget deus of di 
tion to present the matter to the con 
quotas was adopted. RS 

It will mean that the regular budget 
to each congregation as usual. But an 
request of about $2.00 per confirmed mem 
sent. ee 


The idea is that ihe. regular budget co 
be taken care of at all costs. 


The extra budget or this Forward hase 
used for the following items: 
5,000 

$ 3,000 

5,000 


iw 


Trinity Theological S 
Canadian tage 
Student Centers — 
; Cherokee. Indian 
peat oaiates 


en eS) hi i a ar 


ry to Japan. Miss Marlene Paulsen has 
» go to Japan as a teacher for three years. 


000 a year and transportation, will be paid 
’s W.MS. 


New Girls’ Dormitory 


3 sport from Dana College and Trinity Seminary dis- 
tk : Bees ge proverients. We understand the 


Ouse 138 women. The College corporation was given 
to apply to the government’s Housing and Home 
Agency for a loan of $336,000. This loan will be 
ed in 38 years at an annual rate of interest of 3%. 


Seminary which is located on the campus of 
Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa, reported a good year. 
of Trustees asked that Trinity Seminary be merg- 
artburg as of January 1, 1961. 


Other Election Results 


Council, Mr. P. C. Clemmensen. 


* Publication, Homer Nielsen to fill the office of 
Christensen. 


1 Ei tor, Pastor John W. Nielsen. 
of Education, Mr. Richard Videbeck and Mr. Lloyd 


; Trustees of Dana College, Pastors Ingward Olsen 
d Hansen. Mr. Lorenz Thorngren and Mr. James 


Attendance. The final report of the credentials 
stated that 126 pastors, 293 lay delegates and 
had registered. 

ention was blessed with ideal weather. 
gements were fine in every way. The Blair 
good hosts. 

xt issue we shall carry a few impressions from 
ion especially a special report by Pastor George 


pensable credential of the minister is that he 
conviction that he is a minister by the grace 
was the great conviction that burned within 
the Apostle Paul, the conviction that in spite 
cies and his weaknesses, he was a minister 
of God—and because he was—what God’s 
work through him was unlimited. This ex- 
aul must also be the experience of today’s 


nscious Bt. ne own iditer inadequacies, he said, 
ung. ‘Lt cannot. speak.’ But the Lord encouraged 
him he would be his sufficiency. He would 
ie a ee touch sy aps He would put 


THE 1958-59 SYNODICAL BUDGETS 


One of the last important orders of business at the annual — 
convention is passing the budget on which the synod oper- — 
ates from May Ist till April 30. During the previous days 
of the convention the reports of the different boards that — 


need funds have been heard. Therefore the final presenta- — 2 


tion of the budget is generally accepted without many 
questions. 
lowing year. 


Foe 


The present budget will run from May 1, 1958 till April — 


30, 1959. After that we shall have two 10-month budgets, 


so that we may get into line with the other churches and — 


the budget policies of the new church. 


Summary of Budgets 


(10 mo.) 
Missions 1958-59 1959-60 
GCRETA ITEM 0 a sacs Spies Ria hp cue eon eens $ 54,001 $ 44,933 g 
Childreniss Homes, #2). #2. 02.00 See 22,737 19,003 a 
Indiane Mission: Parish — 25.45) 8 ace. a 


10,200 


Lome IVEISSIONSS:3-e ee cha los ora oars ceo ithe 71,459 
HORel pnw NISSIONS aces aro staleb.s we setomac eared 89,282 
PEM SION HUN Suche che ey: osc fes Ae 77,000 
Danae OME SEL Game ty we nes lA gto 120,030 a 
Trinity Theological Seminary .......... 16,615 14 420 oe 
One-third Pre-Merger Responsibility .... 24,000 g 


One-half additional required for Pre- 
Merger month of January, 1961 .... 


TOTALS 


Besides this sum the synod must raise $49,282 for Lu- 
theran Action and National Lutheran Council. The For- 
ward Phase budget adds $92,500 to the total sum. This calls 
for a total sum to be raised of $630,999.00 for the next 12 
months. 


eel a 

Rev. Verner N. Carlsen, Whittier, Calif., delivered the a “i 
Ordination sermon, Sunday June 22nd, at Blair, Nebr. red 
when seven young men were ordained. Dr. William mesic 4 


synodical president, officiated. 


rection of God’s Grace, and gripped his aay for God = ag 
way seldom duplicated in history. Jeremiah was keenly — 
aware that he was God’s prophet, only by the Grace of God. 

“Or what shall we say of the others—Isaiah — Amos — a 
Ezekiel? Do not these names have a grand ring to them — 
when we think of a vital prophetic ministry? Here were 


men who had a single purpose. They stood at the cross- 


roads to keep Israel from choosing the path of sin, persuad- — 
ing her always to choose the path of righteousness and 
They constantly held Israel up against the standard © 


life. 

of God’s Will. Nothing—no power on earth could hinder 

them in this. They knew what it was to suffer for God’s 

sake. They knew what it was to go through public humilia- 

tion—they knew the smell and the terror of rat-infested 

dungeons; they knew the pain of the stocks. They looked 
(Continued on Page 14) 


A tentative budget is also presented for the fol- — 


3,625 3,625 


24, 000 ¥ 
x 


om . Ne 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


- The Washington Observer 


WHAT CAN THE CHURCHES DO? 


Our churches are feverishly busy 
in many areas. But this can hardly 
be said of them when it comes to the 
problems incidental to the modern 
_ labor movement. 


Most of our adult church members 

are workers. Many belong to unions. 
_ Not a few have been involved in re- 
, cent strikes. Others may soon be in- 
- yolved in new ones now developing. 
There must be a large number suf- 
fering from unemployment at this 
very time. These are important mat- 
Ae ters affecting the life of our churches. 
What are our churches doing about 
m3t? - One hesitates to give an answer 
which might be unfair to some. At 
2 the same time, it must be said that 
s our churches, though deeply involved, 
s continue to play a very minor and in- 
consequential role. 
_ What can our churches do? What 
- should they do? The following sugges- 
_ tions are offered as a possible modus 
‘operandi. 


ry 
m 


(1) Our churches, through their pas- 
tors and leaders, can define clearly 
Bene Christian teaching in regard to 
~ labor. By such means they can con- 
- dition us all for sound judgment and 
_ right action when, in our community, 
_ some vexing labor problem arises. 


~ 


keep themselves and us well informed 
as to major developments in the labor 
_. field. Few of us can read all the 
_ newspapers print, still less digest pub- 
lications like the Monthly Labor Re- 
view, issued by the U. S. Labor De- 
_ partment of which James P. Mitchell 
is Secretary; or the American Federa- 
_ tionist, published by AFL-CIO and 
_ edited by George Meany, the great 
_ labor leader. However, our leaders 
_ can do this for us. They can keep 
__us well informed and thus enable us 
_ to think and act intelligently on im- 
portant issues. 
p (3) Our churches can speak an en- 
_ couraging word in behalf of good 


ea (2) Our pastors and leaders can | 


= By Gerhard Lenski 


labor leadership and warning words 
against all other kinds. Plenty of dis- 
cretion will be needed here. But who 
will not agree that good labor leader- 
ship needs all the encouragement it 
can get especially from that organiza- 
tion, the Church, which calls herself 
the conscience of the nation? 


(4) Our churches can and should 
be more concerned about the unem- 
ployment problem. We heard recently 
of a large Roman Catholic parish 
which was raising $4,000 weekly for 
the care of the needy families of the 
unemployed in the parish. Such an 
example may not be easy to follow. 
But it does point the way to a sym- 
pathetic concern that is highly im- 
portant. 


TOBACCO AND LIQUOR “ADS” 

Senator Neuberger of Oregon has 
introduced a bill in the Congress 
(S. 3867) to provide grants to the vari- 
ous States to assist in informing and 
educating school children with respect 
to the harmful effects of tobacco, al- 
cohol and other potentially dangerous 
consumables, 


The Senator is disturbed over the 
extensive advertising now carried on 
by the tobacco and liquor interests. 
He feels that our government’s policy 
is a contradictory one. On the one 
hand, he declares, we try to protect 
the nation’s health by Federal laws 
of many kinds. At the same time, we 
permit an insidious form of advertis- 
ing which glamorizes and _ glorifies 
products whose habitual use are 
known to be dangerous. Smoking is 
pictured as the smart thing to do. 
Gentlemen of distinction are present- 
ed as those who like only the best 
grades of bourbon, 


The Senator quotes Dr. Leroy E. 
Burney, Surgeon General of the Unit- 
ed States, as declaring: “Excessive 
smoking is one of the causative factors 
in lung cancer.” He quotes similar 
statements from the American and 
British Medical Association Journals 
(Congressional Record, Vol. 104, N. 80, 


that the sermon we need the 


church members to_ attend 


May 21, 1958). From all rs whi 
appears that the battle continu 
rage. The issue? That will hard) 
on Capitol Hill. Much rather w 
be decided by popular vote, by 
dividuals here and there who di 
to smoke or not to smoke, to ¢ 
or not to drink. In any event, 
Senator is to be commended 
well-intentioned effort in bek 
our American youth. 


THE DOCTOR PREACHES 
A SERMON 


Dr. Winfred Overholser, exper 
mental troubles and head of our 
St. Elizabeths Hospital, preach¢ i! 
Sunday in one of our Wash 
churches. Observing that mode 
ciety lives under great tensior 
doctor gave an earnest warni 
the congregation not to resort to 
cohol, drugs, and other sc | 
syrups” in the common effort 
with frustration, failure and pi 9 
defeat. 

Tranquilizers, said the doctor; 
proven invaluable in mental - 
tions. But mature people with 
health do not need them and " 
not resort to them. Much rz 
should they take “frustration - 
failure as spurs” that summon. 
to a greater, better, braver 
than before. A sound rule for mr 
health, one that releases tensions 
restores peace of mind, is the 
Rule. As for drug-induced tr 
—it is really dangerous, in 
sensitivity to the needs of o 
a callous attitude generally. — 

For a good many who hear 
doctor’s sermon must have be 
thing but a tranquilizer. But w 
some didn’t like it! Isn’t t 


always likely to be the one 
the least? 


Rev. Mr. Fischer said, the 1 
crease in attendance avera: 
Sunday, making a 47. 3% 

Pastor Fischer credited. 
in attendance to persons 
church rolls. He said that 
point of the entire King’ 
gram—to encourage United 


Two other aims are to enc 
ship in the home and to 
church members to come 


NEW BISHOP APPOINT! 
The present minister in | 
Rev. K. C. Holm, has been a 
Bishop of Odénke in suc 
Bishop Hans @llgaard who re 
cently on account of a 
years of age, the new 
youngest of the Danish 


q 
eS. (Continued from Page 5) 


6 

a, who has been an unusually devoted wife. Their mar- 
e was blessed with four talented children: Paul Eugene, 
iysicist employed by the Boeing Airplane Company in 
tle, Washington; Carol Elizabeth, wife of Philip John- 
director of the Lutheran Childrens’ Home at Maywood, 
ois; Gerhardt Ethan, a high school teacher at Wads- 
th, Ohio; and Gunnar Nathaniel, who at present is serv- 
at an Air Force base near San Francisco. 


1e family was closely knit and shared much together. 
the children felt their father’s love and interest in 
> welfare, especially their spiritual welfare. Dr. Men- 
a was convinced of the importance of a unified family 
_ Parents and children had many interests in common. 
1 devoted husband he was a fine example of the Scrip- 
J admonition to husbands to love and respect their wives. 


B kept young by playing basketball and tennis with 
children. His favorite recreation was mountain climb- 
While he was a pastor in Denver he often took his 
ly on excursions to the mountains and he taught his 
lren to appreciate the grandeur of God’s great handi- 
4 both the majestic mountain peaks, and the exquisite 
y of the flowers that might be found in an altitude 
ove 10,000 feet. He became himself so proficient that 
slimbed a dozen mountain peaks in Colorado. 

ithough he was almost sixty, he kept a youthful zest 
fe through a wide range of interests, such a music, 
IS ophy, science, etc. At our school picnic this spring 
wle Point park he played softball with much enthusi- 
and vigor. He had planned himself to build a home 
had already a good start. With his wife he had chosen 
t on a ridge from which there is a beautiful view over 
alley to distant hills. 

e lived to see only a beginning of his new home but a 
i foundation was laid. The Gospel text read in his 
rch the Sunday after his death tells us that the im- 
ant thing is not how much we build but on what foun- 
| we build. 


re Mengers did not only himself build on Christ the 
rock. He also helped others to build their lives on 
solid foundation: his family, the members of the con- 


ations he served so faithfully, and the future pastors 
ym he so ably helped to train. 

he has been called to his real home, far above the 
nd the mountains he loved so much. 


fe thank God for him, for the foundation he laid, and 
the golden seed he sowed in so many hearts. We pray 
S family, his wife, their four children and nine grand- 
d ren, and his sister, Mrs. Pastor L. C. Hansen. May 
y and we, his friends, be enabled to lift up our eyes to 
God from whom all help comes, Who made heaven and 
1, Whose peace passes all understanding and Whose 
ever fails. : 


te 
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THE WEEK AT DANA 


your midcontinent college 


$75,000 GIFT 


Property and cash, valued in excess of $75,000 has — 


been donated by Mr. and Mrs. Peder Mickelsen, 5203 
Grandview Lane, Minneapolis, Minnesota, to the Dana 
College Development program. 

Official announcement was made Saturday by Dr. 
Madsen, who stated: 

“This latest generous gift to the Dana Development 
Fund expresses the Christian service Mr. and Mrs. 
Mickelsen have for many years so faithfully rendered 
to their church, to Dana College and to the cause of 
Christian Higher Education. This high example has been 


a significant factor in the progress thus far of our De- © 


velopment Program, and we are confident it will be an 
inspiration to others to lend loyal leadership and sup- 
port to the cause of Christian training of our youth.” 


The gifts include $3,000 in cash, lots in Florida, one : 
which has been sold for $4,500, one to be sold that is 


valued between $4,000 and $4,500; and residential prop- 
erty in Minneapolis, which has been sold for a little 
over $65,000. ' 

Mr. and Mrs. Mickelsen made the following statement 


concerning their gift to the Dana College Development 


program: 


“If our country is to survive we must protect our 


Christian faith, not only in our homes, but also in our 
places of learning. We must try to keep the Christian 
College open so our young people can get their educa- 


tion with Christian influence. And furthermore, we all * 
have a responsibility for the talent entrusted to us to ~ 


use it to the best of our ability to help our fellow men.”. 


HOMESTEAD TO DANA 


Mr. and Mrs. John Rasmussen of Pasadena, California 
have given a 160-acre farm near Plainview, Nebraska, 


to the Dana College Development Fund. The farm has ‘ss 


just been sold for $24,000. 
In presenting this very generous gift Mr. Rasmussen 
said: 


it, so I feel it will be most fitting that I give it to Dana 


as our contribution to the Dana Development Program — 
and to the cause of Christian training of our young “7 


people.” 
Prior to moving to California a few years ago, Mr. 


and Mrs. Rasmussen lived in Plainview, where they — 


were active members of Bethany Lutheran Church. 
Through their encouragement and assistance, a number 
of young people have been enabled to attend Dana Col- 
lege and Trinity Seminary. They are now members of 
Bethany Lutheran Church in Pasadena, where the Rev. 
Franklin Rasmussen, brother of Mr. John Rasmussen, 
is pastor, 


“This farm was my father’s old homestead and 
my boyhood home. I have never had the heart to sell — 


“STUDIES IN THE PSALMS 
a By C. J. Sodergren 


“The Sins of My Youth” Psalm 
Psalm, 25 


s) < . i rf * 
Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my trans- 


cording to thy lovingkindness remember thou me, 
thy goodness’ sake, O Jehovah” (v. 7) 


do not understand or appreciate any verse unless 


consider different passages let us go through the 
and Renee to read each division and subdivision 


a. Protection, 1-3 
b. Guidance, 4-5 
c. Pardon, 6, 7 


II, Meditation, 8-15-on | 
a. The character of God, 8-11 
b. His dealings with those that fear Him, 12-15 


= Il. Renewed Petition, 16-22-for 

aan Deliverance, 16-19 
1) From trouble and sin, 16-18 
2) From enemies, 19 

b. Spiritual preservation, 20-21 

c. The redemption of Israel, 22 


but also “a | Psa. 


In uae to characterize this Psalm, onde 
it from other Psalms, it has soneriies been c ca 


it in our minds and memories. 


Note certain expressions, such as “lift up” 
though his soul were heavy and a great we: 
Christian recognizes the expences and can ‘jc 5 
ly in the prayer. 


Observe in v. 10 hone obedience is - i 
condition for knowing the paths of Jehovah 
kindness and truth. Verses 9 and 14 pape 


In v. 21 “integrity and Seige 
conscience, so necessary in Bat f 


—that is, Magee? guide and save os 
The ‘ ‘enemies” were sein. and: 


of David’s experiences as a warri » 
enemies—the devil, the world, and our 

How true of our experience and our great 
cluding v. 19 in our prayers! _ 


ning ae Reet. near ‘to God in 
as you repeat this Psalm and m 
own, so that it will not be o 
im of Agee 


M ia oe A ee a 7a Re, eee Te woe 
. ie Fe. eee fis 


ER FROM ABROAD 


Scotland — June 13, 1958 


YOUTH OFFICE BULLETIN BOARD 


SPECIAL OFFER 


vurch of Scotland. It is an old, gray, stone edi- We have a large supply of the 1958 “THE UNIT- 
in the Gothic style. Its interior was cold and e See 
Be ide Seained elkas window in the chancel ING WORD.” The regular price is 5¢ per copy. 
e forget the otherwise drab surroundings. While the present stock lasts, they may be had € 
two tiers of pictures were depicted great New f 
events and their Old Testament antecedents eta Rer PORY. 


_ and below it, Israel keeping the passover. Order this 32-page booklet of daily devotions 


| Christ’s agony in Gethsemane and below it ; 
for your entire youth group. 


Bt! the cross and below it Abraham standing Order from your YOUTH OFFICE, Rt. 1, Blair 

offer up Isaac. The next scene showed Jesus 

@ cross and below it the serpent of brass lifted by i Gee 
fe the healing of the people. In the fifth panel 


CALENDAR 


July 6-26: Pacific District Bible Camp (San Joaquin 4 
Valley) at Newhope Lutheran Bible Camp. a 

July 9-13: North Dakota-Montana District Bible Camp a 
at Upper Missouri Lutheran Bible Camp, Epping, e. 
North Dakota. ie 


sus Christ. The text consisted of a few pas- July 12-18: Illinois District Bible Camp (Youth Week) if 
the seventh and ninth chapters of John. It at Pleasant Hill Lutheran Bible Camp, Gove” 4 
reaching. It was directed to the needs of Michigan. 

It was biblical in basis. July 13-19: Iowa District Bible Camp (Junior Camp) — 

= Sia at Lake Okoboji, Iowa. 2 
s were all familiar. And that can be very jyjy 14-18: Nebraska District Bible Camp (ALC) at ‘3 
en one is in a strange land. They were Dana College, Blair, Nebraska. “a 
d Father of Mankind,” “My God, How a 


ect, and meaningful—delivered by the minis- 
ee Peter Diack. Eee dex eer ee were 


= 
an 
a 


ame 


10u Art,” and “Jesus, Lover of My Soul.” SWEARING 2 
Lord conuane to bless His Church wher- PROFANITY is the effort of a feeble mind trying to 
heed in spirit and truth. express itself forcibly. (Selected) he 
Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God a 
—J. W. N. in vain. Exodus 20:7. = 


- 


_ REMEMBER YOUR DISTRICT’S BIBLE CAMP 4 
AND LEADERSHIP TRAINING SCHOOL 


THE KING’S HIGHWAY 


By D. McK. Williams 
I know not where the road will lead 
I follow day by day, 
- Or where it ends: 
_ I only know I walk the King’s High- 
‘ way. 


I know not if the way is long, 

a And no one else can say; 
__ But rough or smooth, up hill or down, 
I walk the King’s Highway. 


And some I love have reached the end, 
But some with me may stay, 
_ Their faith and hope still guiding me, 
I walk the King’s Highway. 


a ‘The way is truth, the way is love, 
For light and strength I pray, 
4 _ And through the years of life, to God, 
ae walk the King’s Highway. 


Be irouch light and dark the road leads 
ie? On 

Til dawns the endless day, 

_ When I shall know why in this life 
_ I walk the King’s Highway. 

_-—s HIDDEN TREASURES 


There is a calm the poor in spirit 

t know, 

That softens sorrow, and that sweet- 

a ens woe; 

There is a peace that dwells within 

the’ breast, 

- When all without is stormy and dis- 

a! trest: 

_ There is a light that gilds the dark- 

. est hour, 

When dangers thicken and when 
tempests lower, 

_ That calm, to faith and hope and 

ae, love is given, 

_ That peace remains when all beside 

i is riven, 

That light shines down to man direct 

from heaven. 


—From The Latin 


FAITH 

_ Faith is not merely praying 
Upon our knees at night; 

Faith is not merely straying 
Through darkness into light: 

a Faith is not merely waiting 
For glory that may be. 

Faith is brave endeavor, 

The splendid enterprise, 

The strength to serve, whatever 
_ Conditions may arise. 

- —Sunday Guardian 


“I’ve been thinking it Over,” said 
. Bithe husband, “and I’ve decided to 
5 agree with you.” 
_ “That won’t do you any good,” 
said his wife. “I’ve changed my 
mind.” 


BY THE FIRESIDE 


SOMETHING TO BE DONE 

There’s a story of a boy who never 
finished anything. He would grow 
tired of making a kite when it was 
only cut out, and would begin to 
build a toy city instead. In turn he 
would desert that for a sled, which 
likewise was never completed. 

One night he dreamed he was car- 
ried to “half-finished land.” There the 
path to the front door of his home 


was paved only so far. Beyond that 


point he had to clamber over a heap 
of dirt. The door itself had no lock. 
The floor was  half-carpeted. The 
walls half-papered. 

When he sat down for breakfast he 
found that the eggs were half-boiled. 
At night he looked up from a half- 
made bed, directly at the stars, for 
the roof itself was only half-sealed. 

George Buttrick, the well-known 
Scottish-American preacher, tells of 
his experience in reading this fable 
to his own children. 

“T suspect I may have begun in 
adult superiority. But in a moment 
or two I had little heart for what I 
read. For aren’t we all guilty of this? 
There is a sense in which our whole 
world is ‘half-finished-land.’ ” 


TAKE YOUR BIBLE ALONG 


I have a suggestion. Take your Bi- 
ble along for some extra reading on 
your vacation this summer. While 
the body is being restored, give the 
Bible a chance to renew your mind 
and spirit. 

One of the pleasures we expect from 
a vacation is the opportunity it offers 
for quiet reading. Leisure hours 
should be an occasion for getting a 
fresh vision of the will of God and 
of storing up inspiration for the busy 
year ahead. 

I once heard a young woman say 
to a news porter on the train when 
he asked her what magazine she 
would like to buy, “Oh, anything you 
have.” She would have resented poor 
food in the dining car, but it didn’t 


make any difference what she nour-. 


ished her mind with. A vacation is 
no time to stuff the mind with trash. 
By all means take other good read- 
ing matter along with you. There are 
so many books you have been in- 
tending to read. This is the opportun- 
ity of the year to do a little more 
serious reading than usual. Have you 
ever read Thomas a Kempis’ Imita- 
tion of Christ? It’s an old book, of 
course, but as modern as your need. 
What would you like to read? By 
all means commune a little this sum- 
mer with the great, and find new 
aspirations realized. 


disappointing him.” 


nothing else in God’s univ 


But don’t forget your Bibl 
do we recommend a hurried 
at the fag end of a busy pe 
the best part of the day ee ; 
and persistent attention. 
book for several readings. 


the Gospel of Mark, and take in 
simple grandeur and rapid a 
this account of Jesus’ ae y 


a microscope. Stay with it 
speaks to you—until you are 
its message. 

Paul would have approvedan 
wholesome diversion for your \¥ 
tion. You recall he wrote to a y 
ful friend, “Till I come, sives 
ance to reading.” 


THE THREE GREATEST SAY 4 IN 


For a long time, I have chi 
three great human words as su) 
in their kind. ; 


self-evident rightness, the e 
quality, of justice. It is ano 
of saying that we could not 


fall, for it is the throne of j 

“Mr. Johnson has set his 
being a martyr. I have set 
It was Wil 
of Orange who said that; but 
the essence of all princely “no D 
and magnanimity. f 

“He lies there that never tif 
the face of man.” So mused. 
gent Morton over the open 
John Knox. To fear God a 


indeed, is to be aman! 
—John Roac 


A colonel was speaking = 
given in his honor bet 
for Africa. 


“IT thank you,” he co 

your kind wishes regar 
fare, and I want you t 
when I am far away, s 
ugly, grinning savages, 
ways think of you.” 


“She is a bine w 


“She ieee she can 
ber five shoe on~ a nu 
foot.” = 
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>) FORTH WITH COURAGE 


1D CONFIDENCE 


or as the rain and the snow come 
1 from heaven, and return not 
er but water the earth, making 
ing forth and sprout, giving seed 
le sower and bread to the eater, 
iall My Word be that goes forth 
my mouth; it shall not return to 
empty, pat it shall accomplish 
which I purpose, and prosper in 
hing for which I sent it.” Isaiah 
~11, 

us 


rist, the Head of the Christian 
ch, has laid an implicit command 
His Church. He has made it the 
of the Church, and the obligation 
very individual member of it to 
sh the gospel to every creature. 
efore, every member is obligated 
mtribute to this result in propor- 
to his means and opportunities. 
e- is no one believer who is 
ged with the performance of the 
@ work. The Apostle Paul was 
ound to evangelize the entire 
but was commissioned to preach 
ir and as wide as he could. The 
that Christ assigned to His 
ch as a whole cannot be relegated 
st a few persons, nor is one single 
ration required to perform the 
ce of all the generations of be- 
's. Rather, each and every fol- 
_ of the Lord has laid upon him 
rtain portion of this Christian 
ce, and this he is solemnly bound 
nder. Christ gave this command 
1e whole Church and to every 
tian, “Go work this day in My 
yard.” And, “Go preach My gos- 
0 every creature.” What a dif- 

appearance our world would 
Foday if every believer in Christ 
d have been as diligent as the 
tle Paul. 


he Church Doing Too Much! 


4 are those who call themselves 
Lord’s followers which say the 
ch is attempting too much. They 
ve the Church at large, and the 
idual Christian, are undertaking 
“a that is impossible of comple- 
It is still true that the larger 
of the world is pagan, and totally 
nt of God in Christ. It is also 
that a considerable part of 
al Christendom is as distant 
heaven as the heathen. When 
j at in comparison with the en- 
uman family, the Church of 
is still 
; “3 spot enclosed by grace 


By Ingward Olsen 


Out of the world’s wide wilderness.” 

Right here we ought to stop in our 
tracks lest any hopeless and pessimis- 
tic philosophy of life engulf us com- 
pletely. Let us again recall that our 
Christ who gave this command to 
evangelize the world must have 
thought the charge within the compass 
of possibility, or He never would have 
given it. God’s people have sure and 
strong reason for believing that the 
enterprise will succeed based on the 
sure promises of God, and that His 
Gospel is a power unto salvation to 
every one that believes. With this in- 
fallible certainty of success in this en- 
deavor we ought to toil with a hun- 
dredfold more courage and confidence. 


The Word Does Not Return Void 


Take heart, follower of the Lord, 
for the Word of God is both living, 
and quickening. This is implied by 
the Prophet when he writes in our 
text, “For as the rain and the snow 
come down from heaven, and return 
not thither but water the earth, mak- 
ing it bring forth and sprout, giving 
seed to the sower and bread to the 
eater, so shall My Word be that goes 
forth from my mouth.” This is a 
declaration of God Himself, and did 
not originate within the sphere of 
man, and man’s reason. And, unless 
the Christian herald proclaims this 
divine Revelation, he will spend _his 
strength for nought. 

There ought to be great encourage- 
ment to diligence and perseverance 
on the part of every disciple of Christ 
to proclaim His holy and _ saving 
truth. This Revealed truth of God is 
immortal. It can never perish, and it 
will never return void unto Him, He 
Himself has proclaimed, “It (His 
Word) shall accomplish that which I 
purpose, and prosper in the thing for 
which I sent it.” Thus, that Christian 
disciple, or missionary, who is instru- 
mental in teaching a single human 
soul, either in America, or some other 
part of the world, “God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only Son 
that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have eternal life,” an- 
nounces a truth that will be as mo- 
mentous in eternity as it is at this 
very moment. This divine truth whicn 
contains the doctrines relating to hu- 
man sinfulness and human redemp- 
tion, and which the Church of Christ, 
and its faithful members, are to pro- 
claim to every creature, is the Word 
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of God hee lives and abides for- 


-ever.” 


Here, then is a ground of certainty 
that our Christian discipleship will 
succeed. When you and I as followers 
of Christ place these gospel truths 
in the souls of men, we are placing 
something there which is literally 
eternal. As one great divine has said, 
“If you teach to any human creature 
the words of Jehovah; if you mortise 
the law and the gospel into the 


framework of the human mind; you — 


erect a structure which it is not in the 
power of man, or of everlasting time, 
to tear down and destroy.” 

Let us be assured in our evangeliz- 
ing that God does take a very special 
interest in His own Word. He is 
profoundly concerned for the success 
of His Revealed truth. Therefore, He 
personally watches over it and ac- 
companies it with His influence, as 
it takes root in the minds and hearts 
of men. In and through His Word 
God shows a personal interest and 
supervision. His Word 
forth from heaven to make its way 


as best it can. But, the Holy Spirit 
accompanies it, and exerts an influ- 


ence through the Word which man is 


unable to define. God’s Spirit, united — 


with His Word, can penetrate the 


most hardened heart, and break down ; 


the most stubborn will. - Let this 


thought also give certainty of success 


for our evangelistic labors. 


Consider the Story of the Church 
Consider also the annals of the 
Christian Church. 


and launched out in a campaign of 
devoted evangelistic endeavor, one 
success story followed another. There 
is no demonstration like that which 
proceeds from the practical work of 
the Church, and its faithful members, 
in bringing religion home to the 


bosoms of men. We must know the — 


gospel by more than a book and 
theory, or we do not know it in its 
most impressive and convincing form. 
The task of the Christian Church, 


through its membership, is to show — 


its power in the gospel by practical 
application of its truths to the hearts 
of men. It must be wholeheartedly 
empowered by the Holy Spirit’s work 
in visibly converting and transforming 
human souls. The warm evangelism 
of Luther showed itself in the age 
of the Reformation. The popular mind 
of his day felt the truths of such 
dogmas as original sin, and forgive- 
ness through atoning blood. These 
truths evinced their power in thou- 
sands of lives which could not be dis- 
puted or denied. This is precisely 
what the evangelistic agencies of 
Christendom must do in every age, 
' (Continued on Page 16) 
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Continued from Page 7) 


Bs upon these hardships as being trivial over against the great 
act—they were ministers by God’s Grace. Read again 
these inspired words; see how they are shot through with 
tatements like—‘The Lord took me.’ ‘The Lord apOke 
o me.” ‘The Hand of the Lord was upon me.’ ‘He 
touched my lips. ‘The Word of the Lord came to me.’ 

-Always a conviction burning within that they were but 
nstruments in God’s hand—used of God as He gave them 
grace to minister.” 

- Referring to the Apostle Paul, Pastor Carlsen said: 

“He never lost sight of the overwhelming amazement that 
e of all people, should be called to proclaim Christ. 

We could call forth Luther — Wesley — great, but 
mble servants of God of every generation, all captured 
y a vision of being called to be ministers by the grace 
yf God. This is their basic credential. This, too, is the basic 
redential of the minister today. 

“The minister who is keenly aware of this basic creden- 
al, will bring his life constantly under the judgement and 
rey of the Will of God. When the spotlight of His Holy 
1 comes into focus upon you, and you make a soul-search- 
ng analysis of your motives—you find it can be so devastat- 
you begin to see your inadequacies, your imperfections, 
sins, and you begin to understand what Isaiah ex- 
ienced when he said, ‘Woe is me—For I am undone.’ 

I dare say, unless the preacher experiences some of this 
d of cleansing, and of feeling utterly inadequate, and 
nm seeing our weakness as His strength—preaching will 
become lectures without life on the great Christian themes. 
But with it—preaching will be witness—sharing with others 
what God has done for you. Some one said once of his 
tor, ‘When he preaches, he takes something warm out 
his heart and shoves it into mine.’ Every one of us could 


of the human heart, spat he Santee express ito 

‘the unsearchable riches of Christ.’ Paul in effec 
—I do not know all of what the Riches of Chr: 
but I do know that there has never been a need 


but He has met it with resources 2 spare. a 


The riches of Christ are here in the Scripture 
this cannot contain it all. When He steps forth o 
sacred page to become the Living Word in my life 
to understand a little more of what Paul means by the 
searchable riches of Christ.’ ae } 


“Only he who is a minister by God’s Grace ha: 
swers. The people to whom you preach do not 
tions. They want, they long for, thirst for the 
answers that have been born out of a persona. 


tions. They do not want second-hand reports | 
lives that may fit a particular case. They want 
with a certain sound, with a word that is not our 
the Word of the Lord. 


“Every young man that goes forth into the 
comes another one of the wonders of the Gospel. — 
one in whom the drama of God’s Grace is re-e 
you go forth radiant with the assurance y t 
called of God—Ministers by his Grace. Then yo 
face the mighty of the earth, if the need arises— 
‘We must obey God rather than men’—and not 
stop you. What a glorious company with whor 
walk — Paul — the early martyrs — Ejvind 
Martin Niemoller — Kaj Munk — Dietrich Bor 
Who is to say this opportunity would not come 
is the ministry into which you are ordained 


] wish that had been said of us. 


NEWS AND NOTES 
_ Slides of the Sudan Mission 


_ A new set of slides are now avail- 
e on the Sudan Mission. We have 
two sets: #1—is a set of slides 
xr N. B. Hansen took while in 
a in 1949. #2 is a set Helen M. 
sen had taken some years ago 
e various activities of the mission. 
-3 is a new set taken by Miss 
sen and is loaned to the mission 
and is available to anyone 
hing to use them. Return postage 
eee charge. 


5 ill be sent with the slides. 


; Milltown, Wis. A. E. Neve, pastor. 


utheran Church dedicated its new 
‘istian Education building. Dr. Wil- 


dren of the Sunday School held 
Dedication day program. Former 


Hansen spoke briefly. Following 
‘program the children marched in 


yours be a Blessed one — by God’s Grace.” 
parish hall for the dedication of the - 


altar there. 

At the afternoon service Pastors 
Elmer Anderson and Henry N. Han- 
sen spoke. Pastor Edward Hansen, 
President of the Minnesota District 
spoke at the closing service Sunday 
evening. 

The new parish hall provides 10 ad- 
ditional classrooms, a Pastor’s Study, 
Secretary’s Office and a Youth room 
complete with a fireplace and kitchen- 
ette. 

Also included in the project was a 
new hot water heating plant which 
heats both the new parish hall and 
the church. The front entrance to the 
church was remodeled and in the 
church parlors the extensive remodel- 
ing was also completed with a new 
kitchen. In the dining room acous- 
tical tile was installed in the ceiling, 
asphalt tile on the floors and the walls 
paneled. 

The entire project was the combine 
ed efforts of a great number of people 
in the congregation. 34 different peo- 


ple served on some committee and 


75 different men contributed volunteer 
labor. 

Mira ave Vanderbilt of Mtinrieaotis 
was the Parish Hall Architect and 
Martin Nielsen of Milltown: was the 
contractor. Spaulding and Company 
of St. Paul were the engineers pee 


- 


the heating, plumbing. and e 
contract. Solie and Son had 
ing and plumbing. — a : 
Robert Cooper of Ric 
was the architect for the 
of the es : 


Jensen, members ‘of 
Church for 50 years, 
golden wedding Feb. 
house. 294 callers | 
hearts. Many tokens 
came from everywhi 
_ J. M., as he was alv 
to be with the Lord 
long illness. ‘ Ff 
‘Mr. and Mrs. J. 
ways open to str 
neighbors. 


ation over a cup ¢ 
Among_ ee 


Nebraska has been the center 
ELC for 62 years. Pastors 
ined at Blair, the Publishing 
as at Blair, the synodical 
er was at Blair, and the church 
Meetings were held at Blair. 


church was made a full time 
:. That meant Blair became even 
the center for the president 
his residence in Blair. 
ds of young men and women 
o thought of Blair as the 
their lives for about four 
vhen they attended Dana Col- 
e Sunday School secretaries 
unday Schools write to Blair 
rial. Whenever anything is 
in a local congregation, it 
at a letter goes to Blair. The 
‘such as The Ansgar Lutheran, 
published at Blair. Yes, Blair 
the center. ” 
se were some of the thoughts 
me to us as we sat looking at 
rs and delegates casting their 
favor of merging with ALC 
sC. It means that Blair will 
the synodical headquarters aft- 
The new church headquarters 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
r will linger in the minds 
members a long time. The 
Dana College has become 
d and will have an important 
the new church will make us 
r Blair. This was brought to 
on in a very vivid manner 
svening of the convention, 
. C. C. Madsen spoke about 


of the pioneer leaders, Pastors 


Anker and P. S. Vig. Pastor 
s a gifted painter, and he 
tk . presentation of the paintings 
st touching manner. These 
at rs and others laid the 
ion. We are still drawing in- 
m their good work. 
EWS AND NOTES 

to all us children was Eph. 
) better admonition could be 


e late twenties the president ~ 


lege with four large paintings 


“Confessions of a Puzzled Parson” 


Editor, The Ansgar Lutheran 
Sir: 


A delightfully piquant and thought-provoking book is “The Con- 


fessions of a Puzzled Parson” by Bishop Charles Fiske (Scribner, New 
York, 1927). Though written in 1927 it seems completely timely for 
1958. Witness, for example, the author’s humorous allusion to a paper 
he might write: “Spasmodic Preachments and their Relation to Re- 
ligious Hysteria.” 


Bishop Fiske has things to say which strike near to the heart of = 


the pastor of today. He is strong in his criticism of the number of 
frantic activities in which so many clergymen engage. According to 
Fiske, clergymen seem to feel compelled to do ever so much which, 
left undone, would not keep people out of heaven, nor prevent them 
from living Christian lives. He puts the blame for this sad state of 
affairs squarely where it belongs, namely, on the church members 
and their pastors. 


As though he were asking clergymen, “Are we men or mice?” he 
encourages men of the cloth to be quietly, but stubbornly, insistent 
that they be permitted to do what they are called and trained to do 


and that in going above and beyond the call of duty (as all good pas- 


tors will) they do so in activities which tend to get people into heaven 
and make them live Christian lives. He is against pastors who spend 
much time doing things that are only nice. Here I can but remember 
that Jesus spoke thus in reference to John the Baptist: “What did 
you go out into the wilderness to behold? A reed shaken by the wind? 
Why then did you go out? To see a man clothed in soft raiment? 
Behold, those who wear soft raiment are in kings’ houses. Why then 
did you go out? To see a prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. This is he of whom it is written, ‘Behold, I send my mes- 
SAU thy face, who shall prepare thy way before thee,’ ” 


Fiske pleads for ministers who will be men. He wants them to 


see what the real issues of life and death are. He wants them to be 
concerned about more than the Methodists when they get together 
in conventions and spend days debating whether the pastor ought 
to smoke or not, or pass resolutions opposing the sales tax or some 
such thing. He wants them to be concerned about more than a few 
Lutherans who can actually debate at great length the profound 
question of whether or not the pastor ought to face the congregation 
or the altar when he says (in the old liturgy) “Grant this, O Lord, 
unto us all.” Fiske wants clergymen to be concerned about something 
more than just keeping the machinery of the congregation well oiled. 
He even thinks it is all right for ministers to throw away unopened 
some of the mail they get, and he thinks that they should say a great 
big “So what!” to a lot of things. 


Fiske mentions the inumerable “professional uplifters” who are al- | 


ways trying to get the clergy to lift something up by sheer enthusi- 
astic effort. Always there is someone to make with the pep-talk 
about how if the preachers only did thus and so practically every- 
body would go to church. He is against things which may seem very 
religious but are not Christian. He thinks that most great campaigns 
are for the birds. . 


Fiske has the audacity to claim that the important things for a 
pastor are study of Scripture, prayer, reading of good literature, ser- 
mon preparation, visitation, and counselling. He even believes that 
the pastor should spend practically all his working time on_ these 
things. He laments the fact that so much today depends on whether 
or not the pastor is good at manufacturing publicity. 


I would like to have known this Fiske. He seems like a pretty 
solid character to me. 


What the puzzled parsons of America today could write in sup- 
plement to Bishop Fiske’s book would make interesting reading, but 
there would not be time to read it, let alone write it. I do well if I 
get a letter off to you once a week. 


Well, off to the office! I have a bunch of “urgent” mimeographed 
mail lying on my desk unopened. I must throw it away before my 
secretary gets impatient with me for letting the stuff clutter over 
all the important clutter on my desk. 


Yours, 
Scrip Sundry 


NEWS AND NOTES 
4 (Continued from Page 2) 


a greeting from the United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church was spoken by its 
president, Dr. William Larsen. sa | 
Know That My Redeemer Liveth,” 
; from Handel’s “Messiah,” was sung 
iz by the wife of one of the Wartburg 
‘Seminary seniors, Mrs. Walter Rath. 
a ‘Two hymns were sung by the con- 
- gregation. They were “Come, Ye Dis- 
- consolate,” and “Despair Not, O Heart, 
in Thy Sorrow,” Number 569 and 297 
By respectively, in the new Service Book 
_ and Hymnal. Mrs. Paul Jersild served 
at the organ. Pastor Erwin F. Bondo, 
" Sa cousin of Ethan Mengers, read the 
committal service at the cemetery, 
- following which those able to use the 
Danish sang, “Herrens Venner ingen- 
; _sinde mgdes skal for sidste Gang.” 


he “Racine, Wis. Among the new mem- 
yi _ bers received into the congregation 
on Sunday, June 8, was one elderly 
_ person—83 years old. An expression 
of thanks was given to Pastor E. R. 
or his baptism. 

A prelude to an evangelism effort 
_ planned for this fall has begun in the 
form of a congregational “Come to 
Church Crusade.” For a six week 
_ period, each member of the congrega- 
tion will be asked to call three other 
persons during the week, simply say- 
ing “We hope you are planning to 
attend church this eeay and remind 
4 "someone else to do so.’ 


Plans are also being laid for the 
“Third Anniversary of the dedication 
of the new Emmaus Church October 
a E19 with a P.T.R. program. The guest 
eaker for this event will be the 
wy, Rev. Herbert Hansen, Assistant to 
the President of the Eastern District 
mot the -E.1L.C. 
_ The Vacation Church School will 
be held during the last two weeks in 
_ August. Wonderful cooperation is be- 
ing enjoyed in preparing for this 
_ event. A complete staff of volunteer 
4 teachers has responded and among 
them are two men who are planning to 
use a part of their vacation to assist 
this important parish education en- 
-deavor. 
With the help of volunteer lay-peo- 
ple and pastors the Rev. ‘horvald 
Hansen has carried out an endeavor 
as Chairman of the Hymnal Promo- 
_ tional Committee in all Wisconsin and 
Northern Michigan. 
During a part of June, Pastor Han- 
n will attend a session of the Human 
lations Workshop at Concordia 


a 


ndersen for preparing this person — 
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Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri, to 
which he has been extended a scholar- 
ship. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Luther’s World of Thought 


By Heinrich Bornkamm, translated by 
Martin H. Bertram, Concordia Publ. 
House, 315 pages, $3.00. 


This is a delightful book on Lu- 
ther’s thinking. The author is a con- 
temporary Lutheran Theologian at 
Heidelberg University. Lutheran pas- 
tors should know Luther’s thinking. 
The present book is rich in many 
ways. Some of the subjects discussed 
are: The World-historical Significance 
of the 95 Theses, the Hidden and the 
Revealed God, Faith, The Sacraments, 
Living and Dying, What is the 
Church? God and Nature, The Na- 
tion, The State, The Gospel and the 
Social World, etc. 


The author brings us right into the 
very heart of Luther’s thinking about 
these subjects. It is one of the fine 
Luther books every pastor will want 
to read. 


Religious Drama 
Selected and introduced by E. Martin 


Browne, Meridian Books, Inc., 317 
pages, $1.45. 
This book has 21 morality and 


mystery plays. Reading these plays 
helps the reader to get deeper into 
the truth of God. Some of the plays 
are wonderful. We have read several 
of them: Noah’s Flood, The Sacrifice 
of Isaac, Everyman, etc. Some of 
them might perhaps be staged by 
members of the church. 


More About Luther 

Martin Luther Lectures by Jaroslav 
Pelikan, Regin Prenter and Herman 
Preus, Luther College Press, 214 pages, 
$2.75. 


These lectures were delivered last. 
Fall at Luther College, Decorah, Iowa. 
The lecturers are well Known: theo- 
logians. Dr. Pelikan is a_ brilliant 
young professor at the Federated 
Theol. Faculty at Chicago. He was 
professor at Concordia Seminary, Mo. 
Synod before he got to Chicago. He 
is one of the present editors of works 


of Martin Luther, which are published 


in English. Pelikan has three lectures 
on Luther and the Liturgy. ‘They 


are very stimulating and helpful. “Any 
pastor whose_ congregation has -intro- — 


duced the new hymnbook will find 
these lectures informative and esa 


China, 


- the window. | Sei) 


JANS9 


% A 
lating. Pelikan is very thought-p 
voking. 

The next three lectures are by 
Prenter, the well known Danist 
theran Theologian. He _ lecturi 
“Luther on Word and Sacrame 
The living Word, Holy Baptism é 
The Lord’s Supper. Prenter — 
what he is talking about. He 
to have been very fortunate in 
three lectures, stating the t 
such terms that even the 0! 
pastor can grasp it. 

Dr. Herman A. Preus, professor 
Luther Seminary, St. Paul, | 
gives the last three lectures on 
Christian and the Church. In | 
Body of Christ, In the Searc 
Truth, In the Life of Worship. 
lectures form a fitting close i 
book. How is a Christian to liv 
the Church of God? 


“GO FORTH WITH _ 
COURAGE AND coNnDay 


and among every society B our 
This story of Dr. Morrison, t 
nent and_ successful mission 
is well known, but be 
peating. As he was about to 
China, the kind-hearted but 
lieving merchant who had 
him a passage in one of his 
said to him, “And so you really 
pect to make an impression upon 
Chinese Empire.” “No, sir, i 
pect that God will,” was Dr. I 
son’s reply. As we. rethink s oY 
our individual part in 
evangelism, let it be wit 
ness, courage, and confidence 
spirit Christ will be glorified, 
labors will be crowned with 


Boya-Tve called abouts ‘te j b- 
a smart message boy. 
Manager—Sorry, my lad, 
cancy was filled yesterday. 
-Boy—Then it’s a smart 
you need, to take the notice o it 


‘GUYER AND HANS 


